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PREFACE, 


10 


All that love the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, King Weill;am and Queen Mary, and Old 
England. 


how reſtleſs Endeavours bave been uſed by the 
Enemies of our dear Country and dearer Reli- 
g10n, to deſtroy both ever ſince the Reformation, 

Tou cannot but remember with due regret and concers, 
what deep Deſigns have been frequently laid for this 
Purpoſe, within the reach of your own Obſervations, 
A 2 ( r20f 


T Need not tell you, Gentlemen, how many and 


The PREFACE. 
( not to look back to King James the Firft, or Queen 
Elizabeth, of bleſſed and cternal memory.) or 
are you, 1 am confident, of [a eafie and implicit a Faith, 
as to be perſwaded by all the popular Harangues in the 


World to contraaiet your own fenſes : And indeed, 
they only may inform us how much we have hitherto 


been the Care of Heaven, and what meed there was 


of” owr being ſo, ſince we have taken ſo little of our 
ſelves, but with a _- of Stupidity, which looks 
lke Tncantation , for the moſt part ſate tame and 
quiet, Expettants when the hanging Sword would drop 
0n our Heads, which (ſo flender a Thread as to out- 
ward wiew only ſupported; though we onght to be- 
lieve there was ax Arm within the Clouds, which 
would not ſuffer it to wound any further” than its 
Commiſſion : For indeed, what elſe has hitherto 
preſerved us under the two la(t and the preſent Reign ? 
For whether the Throne has been filled by an open 
Papilt, or 4 prezended Proteltant, or ore who s 
really /nch : One thing is certain, that Popery, with 
its inftparabls Companion, hs been all along ſtrug- 
tlimp to lp para and like a trus Politician, was 
mndeed neareſt the obtainins its deſire, when it appea- 
red fartheſt from it. The Popiſh Plot in Kyzng 
Chatles's Reign, although it obtain mot its imme- 
diate Deſegn, yet inthe Effetts thereof, went a great 
length towards our ruine, like Gunpowaer in a Vault, 
doing incomparably the more miſchief by being ſtifled. 
All know what an odd Branch was grafted upon it, 
ad how unnatural a Fruit it bore; the Jugplers, 
who managea that Show, pretending to change 
Papiſt z»to Presbyterian : Juſt as effecFnal a Mr 
racle as their trwrning Bread into Fleſh, while "tis 
Eread ſtill, Filowever, this s more certain, That 


they 


The PREE ACE. 
they went on ſo fairly, as (o jugole one King ('t+ 
AA thn ddr tis of his /f fe, and the a 
ont of hu Throne ; for indeed he was little berrer 
than [prvited' away by the Kidnapping Priefts an 
Teſnites, the Merchandiſe of Rome being ſometimes 
the Bodies, as well as the Souls of Men. And one 
would have thought a fair riddance there had bcez 
mow made for good and all, the vacant Throne being 
filled by the Conſent and Applauſes of a'l good men, 
with two Proteſtant Princes, whoſe attions as well 
as words have declared them as true Defenders of 
the Faith, as of the und9oubted Rights and Liber- 
ties of their Kyzngdoms. But neither muſt theſe ex- 
pe to ſit in po like the ancieut Heroes, they 
ſeem bern for Troubles, and made ow purpoſe to 
wade through Danger and Honour. And were their 
Enemies and the Proteſtant Religjon's (whoſe Life 
and wery Being ſeems very much bound up in Theirs) 
but all before *em ; Were there no daneer but from 
the Sword of France, or the late Kzng's Valour, 
*heye mould not be [o much reeſon for our apprehew- 

y and concern. But when thoſe ineſtimable Lives, 
as well as all our own, all that we have hazayded, 
whatever i; dear fo w , have paid for, conks- 
nue to Pray, aud are veady to fight for ; when all 
this, and the Intereſt of all Europe, ſhall be ftill 
in as much danger 4s ever, from a fort of People, 
that Mercy is thrown away, and Pardon loſt up- 
on em ; I cannot doubt, but we [hall all be inſpired with 
« juſt Indignation againſt them : That the Law will 
be now in earneſt let looſe upon them ; and that we 
ſhall no longer by a fooliſh pity towards them, en- 
danger our own witer Rujne. 


Now 
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Now 4s to what their Deſigns are, and have been 


for ſome time peſt, theſe ive ſome {4 
' ation, till 4 Horns — harps - 

be made publick, 
An 


tt. 
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O one can imagine that a Plo? of ſo dan- 
gerous a nature, and large an extent as 
this appears to be, which 15 now brought 
on the Srage by ſo wonderful a turn of Pro- 
videmee, could be of yeſterdays growth, but as Trees 
which ſhoot their Roats deep into the Earth,and ſpread 
wide in the Air, may be eafily gueſt to be of no very 
late planting ; {o, tor a Reaſon not unlike, we may 
believe the or27ie/ of this Deſign is to be fetcht much 
higher than its Diſcovery, md the event would bz 
apt to make one ular was really morc ia the 
Memorial, we have 'been told was laſt Summer pre- 
ſented to the French Kzng, than ſome perſons would 
have us imagin. Andindecd it may be worth anc- 
ther Enquiry what became of that Plos, for wiict), 
after ſo many Proclamations plainly declaring, that 
there were ill Deſigns then on toot againft the Go- 
vernment, after ſo many perſons attually ſ{eiz?d and 
committed for the ſame ; there was never any ſufte- 
red beſides one Blockhead that wis not worth a ſavine. 
Whether the reaſon of this, and of their acquittins 
all thoſe committed upon that account without an 
Trial, at which time my Lord C , and Prefo; 
among the reſt, were di{mi{t of their Confinements : 
Whether the reaſon of it were, That the Govern- 
ment was reſolv'd to try whether an Exceſs of Merc; 
and Mildneſs would work any rhing on thoſe coi 
cerr'd,, or intended v6 let them run to the cnd © 


their Live, and more clearly dilcover themlelyes to 
ail 


($) 


all che World, is not our preſcat buſinels to enqu:re. 
\Vhat?s perhaps mor: ſure, is that as deepas theſc 
*lol>s lay, they did r.ot work in the dark, but their 
Deſign were knowr, ſome time fince, ro ſome Mint 
fiers of State, (ar leait one) and that few ſteps they 
rook or Feet they advanced, were Secrets to them 
2gainit whom they were level'd ; which ſhews ys, 
that the preſent Government wants not thoſe,who 
can manage things of this nature, perhaps not much 
l:(5 dexterouſly than a Cecil ora Walſimgham, and has 


further hada large and a happy I»fiwence in opening 


{ome perſons Eyes, which Prejuazce had fo. long et 
ther blinded or changed their colour in relation to the 
Honour and Integrity of a certain Noble Perſon, who 
after all the hot and haſty Cenlſures paſt upon him, 
has been the chief or ſole manager - of this DeteRion 
and Dilcovery. ED A 

Whoever were behind the Scexes in this Plot, we 
are certain enough who were publickly engaged ia it; 
and the main Go-betweers and Agitat 75 for the Cauſe, 
which were ſo lately tried for their Lives, and fo juſts 
ly found guilty, were my L. Pre/fon, one commonly 
called Major A{ton, and Mr. E/lior. 

Aj»ton had been employ'd tormerly by Major-Ge- 
neral W -—, before the late £ing's abdication, and 
had married one Mr, Rizby's Daughter, but whether 
or noembark'd 1n the fame delign, time may diſcover, 

For my Lord Preſto, he has been ſufficiently 
known ere tas, and perhaps it would not be either 
beyond Truth or Moaeſty toaffiirm, He had been better 
have ſuffer'd the former Errors of his Managementto 
have been forgotten, than by thus meddling in 
things of ſuch a dangerous nature, given liberty and 
occation to Jook backward, and thereby draw 
on his own Head nothing but Infawy, and 


Ruin. 
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ruire.  It'wil! be readily granted, that the Family of 
the Grzþams have been not a little obliged to the fate 
King James, and That Gratitude, where it leads us no 
farcher than Juſtice, is a very Noble and B-rutiful 
Virine.3\. but then a, {iftaker Gratitude and Honour * 
canzhtmnot ſurc to carry. us 1ntv ſich Aﬀtions 25 are pet- 
niciausts the Socrery, under which we enj3y protedtior, 
8nd to our Country towards which we have far deeper 
and ftronger Obligations chan we can poſlibly have to 
aciy particular Perſon. For I'd fiin know, whether it 
wou'd be any excuſe for a Van who ſhou'd ſet Fire to 
bis own Father's houſc, or the publick Magazine of his 
.City,, that he had formerly beenoblig*d by the Robbers 
ofthe one, or declar'd Enemys of the other. Now how 
fit.a ob. my Lord Preſton was for an Employment of 
this kind, and as it ſhou'd ſeem the general Agitator of 
the whole Afﬀair, will eafily appear, if we confider his 
«Ger. Heis undoubtedly, todoan Fheany faſted 
a-perlan of the highelt Form: for moſt Accompliſhments 
becoming a Gentleman, His Vit is much above the 
ordinary Standard, he is extreamly well verſt in 4 
xeſr, and as indefatigable in the proſecution of what he 
undertakes He has been generally thought a Man of 
Courage, and if he appear'd to ſome more dejefed than 
was uſual at the time of his Tryal, 'twas no great wonder 
when he found all his fine work unravel'd, the Cauſe. 
ruin'd beyond a poſſibility of recovery, and his own 
Life at the mercy of offended Law, and injur'd Juſtice. 
After all, it muſt be own'd he is a great Maſter of addreſs, 
and his words are ſo charming, his motions ſo gracetu), © 
that a fitter perſon cou'd analy on found our, or ep , 
made 
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made on purpoſe to bewitch Men from their duty and | 


Alegience, and for my part I rather wonderſuch a man 
as he, has not made wore Profelites to his Maſters In- 
tereſt, than that he has made ſo . And if at his 
Tryal he ſhow'd not ſo great a Strength of mind as may 
have appear'd in other parts of his Life, I believe we 
may blame his I»genxity for it, it being probable that 
one who knew himſelf ſo deeply and palpet'y guilty could 
hardly have Face enough to infiſt much upon his Inno- 
cence. Add to this, that he's a reputed Proteſtant, and 
bad been formerly Embaſlador in Fraxce, from the 
King of Ergland, The other two, being but Under 
Wheels, to this great Mover, will.got deferve fo much 
time, or notice, in this ſhort PapeF®*nor are fo loaden 
with Commendations as we find he is in almoſt all the 
Letters, made publick at the Trya! from the Heads of the 
Party, nor arethey of fo fair a ChareFer as his Lordſhip 
kas had given him. | For theſe yet behind the Curtgin, 
time may draw it afide and diſcover 'em, nor can i 
one think, that a deſign of this Nature ard Extent, bad 
only three or four Perſons imbarkt therein. Thus much 
therefore muſt for the preſent ſatisfic for the Chara@ers 
of the chief Managers of this Conſpiracy. 


As for the Subje and Method thereof, it can appear 
from nothing better, or clearer than the Original Papers 
and Letters of the very Conſpirators and Managers un- 
der their own Hand-Writing. And indeed there need 
no Coloxrs to heighten or advance it ——The Devil is 

y enough of himſelf, cou'd the Painter deſcribe him 
like what he really is, nor needs the addition” of pi 

a 
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" and Horws to make him more terrible. The Truth is, 
'twas a Howe-ftroak, and there wanted no good will, 
either in the deſign or management. © "Twas neither 
« leG-nor more, than the overthrowing the Govern- 
© ment, Depoſing, if not Murthering Their Majeties, 
* Whom God long preſerve, to the Confuſion of their Ene- 
« evics, bringing in an Army of Frexch and Strangers, 
«. and Jo ng them on their [nvaſion, after having be- 
« tray d the Strength and Condition of the Nation to 
<« them, and given an exat Account of our Fleet and 
« Forts, laying Deſigns for the Deſtruction of both, 
«* and taking a particular and remarkable care to plague 
% London. Which Favour the Honeſt C:tizens 
cat be forgetful of, and ſome here at home of another 
Charatter, one would almoſt think had been aiming ar, 
a little before the Plot was ripened. | 


This 1n general — More particularly the Scene 


was laid as deep and as ſubtily as He/ it felt could con- 
trive it {though the Traytors concern'd, will beapt to 
 fay here, as well as in the Gunpowder Treaſon, 'Twas the 
Devil who diſcover'd it) to deſtroy in a few Weeks, or 
Months, all that which has been ſo long and fo firmly 
building, by the wonderful Providence of God, and the 
united Wiſdom, and Valoxr of the Nation at the expence 
of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, as it has already coſt us. 
Here at-home it appears to have been carry'd on ever 
fince, and before the Bravado of the French on our 
Coaſts the laſt Summer; for ſome of the Letters taken, 
mightity lament the diſappointment they met with at 
that time, and aſſure the Enemies of our Country, that 

B 2 'twas 
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'twas for want of no good wil, but only a hanufome- op- 
portmeity. that they lent not their uim:ſt aſſiſtance th deſtr: 
it—— But you wou'd not have Mem Rebel when they 
can't do't, and joyn the French at Portſmorth or Devou- 
ſhire, when faſt in the Tower of London. Howe r 
they ſaved their Stakes, and vy this-time it feems were 
ago rezdy for another Geme, - their only trouble being 
(:*$1hey cyprels it ) that their Confinementehad retai ded 
the Aﬀair, but promiſing with.double vigour to profe- 
cute it as ſpon 24 diſcharged of their, Impriſonment,- and 
recover the ground whichthey bad thereby lott. 

But one grand Obſtacle, it ſeems, the Plotters mct 
ith in the proſecution of their Defigns. They knew 
very well the Mortal and/Unchapgeable Azerſron rooted 
11 the very Sou!s of the generality of the Erglifh again(t 
Popery, ever fince the Reformation, and which they 1ik- 
ed, at ſealt, never the better for what knowledge they 
had thereof, during the ſhort viſt it lately made us: 
Accordiogly they could not but imagine this would be 
a terrible Osſtacle.to their deſign-of pag ms the Jate 
King James in his Throne, whom the Exgliſh can hard- 
ly hink much better or truer for having been ſo:lovg 
under the French King's Pupillage, nor could believe it 
{o much as poſfible, that he ſhould return without the 
deſtruction of the Proteſtant Religion, not only in Erg- 
land, but very probably throughout all Exrope. This 
ObjeFion, which lay fo full againſt the very center of 
their deſign, they found it neceſlary to obviate e're 
they could proceed one ſtep further ;. and thoughall the 

World 
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World: elſc thinks itimpoſiible that Ring Jewes Noud. 
ſhould ever now retnro without Popery at kis Heels, 
the Agtatars of- this deſign undertake to pove ' it pole. 
ibje—-which was all it ſeems they would io-much as 
pretend to; the with what Reaſon, or to wit end, 
I can't imagine, only the cauſ: would bear no more, 
fcarcely that it (cIfz fos tho we bclieve 'uis pollible, 
and barely ſo, for a Man to leap over the Bridg and 
not be drowned, or Tumble from a precypiece and not 
b2 Cruſhed to Pieces,Cof both whigh we have Inſtances) 
vet nore but a Mad- Man wou'd offer tv repeat the 
Exp-riment , in hopcs of the ſame Evens. But that 
the. Villany might proceed Methodically , they had: a 
formal Conſult, and Conference between divers, Lords 
and. Genticmns Tories as well as WVhiggs (thoſe are the 
words of the Paper which gives an Account thereof; 
Seized among others in Aſhtors Bulom) wherein it was 
Atually prov'd 3 poſſeble that he might return without 
any Injery to the Proteſiant Religion —And wherein 
were leveral fine Chimeras propoſed, which had King 

ames Conquer'd the Country, and Recover'd His 

hrone by the French Arms, would have ſignified jult 
as muchas his Promiſe at his firſt coming tothe Crown, 
and his Oath at the Coronation, to protetthe Govern- 
ment as then Eſtabliſh d, in Church and State.——But 
now, they tell ye, he bad bit upon the Bridle, and: 
known the ſmart on't, and if he ever came back agen, 
he had learnt more wit, then to takeſuch evil Courſes 
as had formerly Broke and Ruir'd him, Yes undoubted- 
ly, as much as any Highway- Mas or Murderer Pardony 
£d, 
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men 1. 
- ed, during his Reign, -wou'd leave the Road, or 
boo 3 win end r we been once in fight of the 

»Gallews. One wou'd m_ the a > of _ 

Twenty Years lang, had been enough to have ta 
ſome Perſons Wit ani Honeſty ; if bes they wou'd bave 
been capable of either : Or at leaſt, that the ſound 
Ryffle they met with from the People of England be- 

fore they came to the Throne, ſhould have taught 'em, 

when fix'd in it, how to behave themſclves there, and 

what Meaſures to uſe with a Nation 3 who, tho 'tis not 

an caſje matter to anger 'em, when once they are ſo, 

never Bite but their Teeth meet; and tho you cut their 
- Heads off, won't let go their hold. There's a Proverb 

of acertain King, a little wiſer then him we are diſcour- 

ſing of, which may be with Truth and Manners enough 
apply'd—at leaſt to ſome of his GId- Conrtiers , and 

thoſe inſeparable Friends, who will to he ſure al waies 

have his Ears and Heart—— Bray .a Fool in a Morter, 
yet he won't depart from his Folly : Which was one un- , 
lacky Objetion, which I doubt, thoſe Men of Proje&g, 
and FReaſor, forgot to anſwer at this Conference z tho 
it ſeems, ſeveral there preſent, who pretended great 
Leal for the Proteſiant Religion, (and without doubt, 
much according to knowledge) went away as intirely 
fatisſied in the point in Controverſie, as one who has 
never made any experiment of Matter of FaQ, is with 
fome tine Hypotheſis of mounting to the World in. 
the Moon, in a Chariot of Ga»za's. In the mean while 
they muſt give other Men leave to doubt of what the 
were pleasd to be ſatisfied with, ſo long at leaſt rill 


f ; they 
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pe" one Inſtance of a Bi Popi 
Prince, whoſkept his word \ 


Sub: | 
longer then his Intert uaded- him to obſerve it 

or & ed rny = it. However, fo whe 
- we may learn by the Title of the Conferrence before. 
mentioned - that it isnot being of one Party, or tother, 
makes a Man Howeft : That Loyalty is not Ty'd up to 
one fide 'or Intereſt. That there are Traytors of both 


fides;z and that all thoſe who love the Government , 


ought heartily to agree in their Defence of ir, tho they 
difter in their Sentiments, as to other things , unleſs 
they'd have-both that and their. ſelves Ruin'd by the. 


Common Enemy. 


After this Conſult, we may believe they- puſh'd on 
more bt, 6" than formerly,and have brought things 
to bear {o well, that in their ſeveral Letters of Trea- 
ſonable Correſpondence , they -re(t almoſt fecured of 
Succeſez provided, they might be but powerfully aſ- 
liſted by the Frexeb, in that avernrer and time they pro- 
poſed, and had drawn up in a Schewe of the whole. 
And if they did their part, and a certain Perſon cafic 
enough to be at, did but appear in Weſtminſter- 
Hall, (as they expreſs it in one' of . their Cants) the 
doubted- not but before next Eafter Term, the Cauſes 

ould come to a Final Hearing. That is before that 
time, we had been allinvolved in Blood and Confuſton, 
and as miſerable as theſe Plotters and their Malters 
cou'd make us. | 


To 
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bs To'that end, ExaT Lifts werc {cat of all QUT Naval . 
preperations, what Ships in Repair, 2nd what not, from 
xhe Firſt, to Sixth Rates, not omitting ſoa mucit.ag the 
very Tatchts and Tenders, So. that an Aecount alſo 
added of ſuch Commanders as were molt likely to he 
drawn to the French Intereſt So that we need 
now no longer puzzle our-{clves to gueſs which way 
ſo many French-Piftols creep.1n among, us 3, (Twenty 
Four of which, have within this few. days As 24 
ccived in no larger a Sum then Forty Pound.) And 
yet more Villanous 5 Dire@ions were, prepared for the 
French Flect, how, and where to Fight, and deſtroy 
Ours, their Nxmbers proportion'd, and the Time of 
their ſetting/@ut, aid-appearing upon our Coaſt at fur- 
theſt in March, or the.beginmng of April, to hinder 
the Datch Fleet and Ours from Joynwing, They were 
tO look to Spithead in their ways, Burn the Shipping there, 
and'take the Town. To which end, a molt Exat Ac- 
cornt was drawn up for. them of all the Force'in Portſ- 
month. The State of the different Forts, as South+Sea, 
Trevanion, &c. Asthe Nomber of Men in Garriſon, and 
the Facility of putting, a'deſign, of that Nature-in Exe- 

- cution. "London, to-be ſure, , among the. reſt, is never 
to be forgotten Nothiog is to bedone till thoſe proud 
Citizens be humbled —— —Garthago eſt delenda——De- 
{troy thax, or that will Deſtroy Rowe, or: at leaſt till 
thiogsare Ripe enough, and the Rebellion [ſtrong enough, 
let French Ships alwaies lie ready on purpole to Plagne - 
it, as if their Fire had not been enough before. But 
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But they; knew . what would be moſt acceptable to 
the Perſon who employ'd them, who whilſt he remain'd 
at Helm, was ſo truea Pater Patrie, who always fo dear- 
ly lov'd the City, and between which and him there was 
> little Love ever loſt. Further if it ſhould come to a 
Battle, the very place was agreed on where they ſhould 
fight the Engliſh, not ſo high as laſt Summer, near the 
Beachy, but rather in the Chaps of the Channel. 
And all this with the landing of the French, and the 
publick defection of his Traytors at home, who were 
immediately to come in to their aſſiſtance, to be put in- 
Execution as ſoon as poſlible after the departure of the. 
King, for Holland, a Proclamation being prepared (per-: 
haps with as much as Coleman's Declaration for diſjolv- 
ing the Parliament) to the ſame effe& with what was 
Iours'd in the Conſult before mentioned, ſetting all. 
the Varniſh poſſible on the Cauſe ; the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion to be as ſurely eſtabliſhed and defended as it was. 
before, they only to have the Government, and all the 
poor harmleſs Catholickstobe left tonothing but their 
Devotions. The Diſpenſing Power and Preropative to. 
be left where it was es that Controverlic be- 
gun 3. all Perſons being alſo required to come under 
the French Standard, and turn Traytors by ſuch a 
day, on pain of being uſed as if they were ſo. In 
order to effe& which Deſigns, and carry on a Correſpon- 
dence with the Enemies of the Nation, ſeveral parti- 
C cular... 


(49 . 
-cular Cants being invented, under which: to cove® 
their Treafonable Practices. Some of the Letters 


were writ on pretence of Trade; adviting their Cor- 


reſpondents by all means to chuſe © fuch FaQtors'' as 
were bold and Induſtrious, ' to fix probable ends, 'and 


chaſe fit means to bring them to an iſſue, which 
they added, was the life of Trade as welt as Go- 


vernment. Above all, to be quick and expeditious as 


poſſible in their Reſoſutions and ACtions, the Sea be- 
ing now open, whereas a few Months hence 'twould 
be very dangerous failing. Others were diſguiſed in 
a Story of Tenants or 'Landfords, acquainting the 
Perſon to whom 'tis writ, that many of the Free- 
holders were diflatifyed with their ufage, @*c. | 
Others related to a Law-Suit, as has becn alread 
mentioned ; ſome were Letters of Cjvility and Comph- 
ment,as from one acquaintanceto another, aſſurino them 


that thcir Elder Brother and moſt of their Fainily were 


their true Friends, and would continue ſo; enquiring 
for their little Daughter, ' whom tho' they had not 
yet ſeen, they had heard deſcribed very pretty and 
Witty. All this under feigned Names. To Mr. Read- 
ing and Mrs. Reading, Mr. Charleton and others. 

Beſtdes theſe they had ſeveral CharaCtc:s and Keys 
affixed to them, the more covertly to' carry on the 
mam bulincſs; one wherein all the Letters of the 
Alphabet were made uſe of to ſignifie Perſons and 
things, one Letter ſtanding for the K of France, 


ano- 


another for K. Fames, a 3d. 


5%, 


Duke of Luxemburg 


for the K. of England, the 
þ, the Marqueſs 'with them, Duke © 


« | 
| 
| 


Powis and his Dutcheſs, England, Scotlind, Ireland, Hol- 
lind, Dunkirk, &xc. the Marquis of Carmarthen, the 
Lord Devonſhire, the Lord Clarendon, Lord Preſton, | 


and ſeveral other great Perſons, both their Friends and 
Fnemies. But this was obſervable in moſt of their Ler- 
ters, that although they began with ſome of thoſe forts 
of Cants already mentioned, and carried on the Hu- 
mour pretty well, yet before the Concluſion, they uſed 


generally ſuch high and proformd expreſſions of reſpe& 


and veneration as could agree to none with any' com- 


mon propriety of Speech, but thoſe of the firſt Quali- 


ty, and ſuch as they thought their Soveraigns. One - 


d Man being ſo zealous in the Caule, as to pro- | 


teſt he could venture his hopes of Heaven upon it, or 
an expreſſion little below it, 1t not the very ſame. But 
after all that could be written, ſaid or done, London 
Rtill ſticks in their Stomachs, whole Citizens or Cler- 
oy they could by no means be pleaſed with, the coy 


being as the ſignificant memorandums expreſs it, alm 


all ftark naught, and the wery worſt of the whole Nation, 1 | 


wonder wherem have the Clergy of 'London obliged the 


Lord Preſton ſo highly, that he's' pleasd to do them 
the honour of ſo ill a Garafer? Not that 'tis a new 
thing for MalefaQtors to give thoke who detect and 
proſecute 'em, il Names, while they ſtile none Honeft 


Fellows but ſuch as are as great Villains as themſelves. In - 
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the mean time - it feems all the Luidores: yet recay'd 


are not ſufficient : Money is the Life of the Cauſe all 
the World over, which the Jacobites want as well as 
we, and thoſe Horſe-leeches ſtill cry, Give, Give, with- 
out being ever ſatisfied. Poor King James, muſt he 
pay Penſions ſtill when the himſelf is but a Penſtoner ? 
The miſchief is, his Braſs Money won't go in England, 
nay would be out of faſhon in Ireland, had the Teagues 
any other among them---So thick are the Complaints, 
and fo bold the Beggars, that one may eaſily conclude 
their King can't live without them, nor they without him. 
My Lord will acquaint you with my wn I have told 
my Lord my. occaſions. The Brarer knows how I have 
been preſt, How well I bave deſery/d----and much more 
to the {ame purpoſe, which the World will ſhortly ſee 
in the printed Tryals. 

After all this, pzople may:chuſe whether they['l be- 
lieve any ſuch thing as a Plot, they may lay and (wear 
(and yet not be perjurd ) that this is as great a 

ham as the Popith Plot in. 78, and all thoſe who dye 

for it as crravd Martyrs as Coleman, and as innocent 
as the Jcſuits; nay, had not all this been fo ſtrange- 
Ty diſcover'd, things had run on in the ſame current, 
and the great Agitators but got ſafely off with their 
Papers, or but got them diſpos'd of ſafely into the 
bottom of the Sea ; had all this happen'd, and the 
French Fleet according to appointmnert appear'd on 
our Coaſt as they did the laſt Summer, who dared 
have 
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have. dreamt of a' Plot.in't, any more than thelaſt cime, 
or that th y came for any thing elſe but to fiſh for a 
few Hercings on our Coaſt, or make fine Lines acroſs - 
the Channe! in a Sunſhiny day ? | 

And here I ſhould have cloſed the account of this. 
curſed Defign, had not a new and ſtrange accident | 
given us new confirmations thereof. No longer ſince 
than the laſt Week, were taken two Gentlemen com- 
ing aſhore from Fraxce in a {mall Sloop near Lewis in | 
Suſſex-—- Sir. R. P. who by the greatneſs of his Genius, 
and meer ſtrength of his own natnral Reaſon (both of 
'em as weighty Motives as the Jeſuits Arguments ) 
left the Proteſtant Religion for the Roman, in the 
Reign of the late King James, and would fain have had 
his Children Educated the ſame way, had not their vir- 
tuous and prudent Mother placed them out of his reach. 
The other Collonel M. an old experienced Officer : 
Both going to a great Papiſts Houſe in thoſe parts, 
One of theſe a Man of Intereſt and Money, might 
have done excellently well, lying there Perdze till the 
Plot had ripen'd; then to have rais'd Forces for ad- 
vancing the deſign; and the other of more 
Brains and Experience, when raisd to. have com- 
manded them. With theſe were found ſeveral Letters 
of dangerous conſequence, which it's ſaid, confirm 
exactly what has been formerly diſcoverd. And 
here we are like ro meet with ſomcthing -of In- 
genuity, tho' not much Wit, and the having been 
| with 
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- with King Jamer at the Boyre, Cor rather rutttfifg'aWiy 


with him there, ) actually and publickly acknoWledg4d. 
It may be worth allo to remark'the ſitbtle ways the 
Conſpirators took to prevent Diſcovery. They mdeed 
did almoſt as much as Men cou'd do, who had no mind 
to be hang'd, to keep themſelves ſafe, and had provided 
againſt every thing but Providence. Here, at Land 
they made uſc of Iron-heels, opening and _— with 
a ſort ofa Spring, to be cover'd with Leather, and worn 
in a Shoc, wherein to conceal their Treafonable Letters 
and Papers. But theſe too, were diſcover'd as well as 
the Perſon who made 'em, who lately was ſerz'd, and 
in cuſtody for the ſame. What they did at Sea to the 
ſame end and purpoſe, was very ſtrangely render'd in- 
effeual, and prov'd only a ſtrong preftrmption againſt 
And from hence *twill ' be an eafy Tranſition to the 
wonderful Diſcovery of this fo deep and well-laid De- 
ſign. In which, perhaps there may be ſome pafſages not 
yer ripe for publick notice. What has yet appear'd on 
the open Stage in relation to this great Aﬀair,'is to this 
purpole. | 
After the Scene had been laid, and the Schemeof their 
Delſign'd fix'd as above-mention'd, and the Aſſurances 
and Proteſtations of the moſt confiderable Perſons there- 
in engaged, given under their own hands to be witneſ- 
ſes againſt fem; My Lord Preſton and his two other 
Accomplices, Major Aſ>ton and Mr. Elliott, &c. prepa- 
| red 


fed for Framte, with an account of the whole N egoti- 


ation:*E In order wherennto, a Veſſel was 'to'be hired 
to convey them to France,and one being found fit for the 


purpoſe, the Maſter was to be bargain*d with for the 


price 3 whoat the firft meeting, wherein he engaged ſafe- 
ly to tranſport fem thither, demanded 2001. for his 
reward : At the fecond Meeting, he fell to roo 1. Aſhton 
and Elhotr, agreeing with him for the fame ; the Mo- 
ny to be depofited in Mrs. Brrdet*s hand till che Service 
ſhould be performed ; accordingly 93 Guinca®s and a 
6 d. were paid 1n, the odd fix pence bots broke, and 
one piece left with Mrs. Burdet, the other Mr. Aſhton 
had with him, which he was to deliver to the Maſter of 
the Ship as ſoon as ever he had landed his Patſengers at 
any Port in France, and on his return and bringing that 
piece to Mr. Burdet, on the application and agreement 
thereof with the other piece in her cuſtody, he was im- 
mediately toreceive the Hundred pounds. According to 
this Agreement, the Maſter prepared his Smack for 
the ' Voyage , and all things being ready, they came 
to Surry-ſtairs late inthe Evening, toayoid fuſpicion,cal- 
ling a Sculler, with whom thefe 3, the Skipper and my 
Lords Man row'd Through-Bridge to the Tower, and 0- 
ver againſt it near Pickſe-berring-Stairs, went aboard the 
Smack there provided, But the weather being cold, 
the Water-man, as is uſual, lent them his Coats to keep 
them warm, which it being late, and he in haſte to re- 
turn, as well as they to get rid of him, were there torgot- 
ten, 
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ten; and on his recolle&ing hanſelf, and returning, dew © 
nyed, on which he was forc'd togo home without them. 

In the mean time the Veſſel went down the River, 
as faſt as Wind and Tide cou'd carry it, and ſoon came 
to Long-Reach, where then lay the George-Frigat at An+ 
chor, of whom my Lord Preſton had ſome apprehenſions, 
and therefore delired the Maſter to hide them. till they 
paſt that danger, which he did under the Quarter- 
hatches on the - Ballaſt, whence they return'd above- 
Deck, when out of ſight of the Frigat. But at the 
Block-houſes at Graves-End, my Lord was again for 
hiding, and accordingly retired to his old hole; a Pin- 
nace being juſt coming aboard them, which the Maſter 
thought was only come to Preſs, as Captain Billop, who 
was in her, pretended all his buſineſs there was, who 
coming aboard with a Preſs-Warrant, humoured the 
bufinels exattly, and askt the Maſter if he had any 
Men aboard? He reply'd, he had a Protection, which 


"® heproduced : The Captain tells him. he was ſorry for 


it, but muſt look further; and going into. the Hold, 
found my Lord Preſton and the other two. a to 
of the Ballaſt, whom he immediately ſearchd 
for Papers, whilſt one of the Sea-men who came 
with him. diſcover'd Mr.. Aſhton thruſting ſome- 
what into his Boſom, of- which he immediately in- 
formd. the Captain, who queſtioning him concern- 
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Aſbton with Preſence of Mind enough replyed, 'twas 

ors Handkerchief, which he CR tely pull'd out 
of his Boſow ; hat the Captain not thinking fit to truſt 
him, clapt his Hand after, and found fomething much 
more valuable, to wit, that famous Packet of Letters 
which did all their bufinefſes, with a ſmall leaden Plum- 
net fix2d with a Packthred, ſufficient to bave ſunk it 
deep enough for ever teVing Tales agen 5 which way 
they would ſoon have ſent. it, had not their Fear con- 
fin'd *em to a place where it was impoſlible for them to 
put a thing of that Nature in execution. But there 
were yet found further Evidences againſt them ; for 
exatly in the ſame place whence theſe Papers were ta- 
ken up by Aſter, the ſame Seaman who. diſcovered him 
doing it, obſerved ſomething elſe lying on the Ballaſt, 
which proved a couple of Seals,both my Lord Preſtor's; 
one the Seal of his Office, as Secretary of State to King 
James , the other his own Coat of Arms; both which he 
deliver'd to his Captain; obſerving at the ſame time 
my Lord -36-ey in great Confuſion, pale and trembling, 
and ſcarce able to ſpeak a Word. However my Lord 
and the others treated the Captain with a great deal of 
Complaiſance and Reſgect, dehiring him to go aſhore 
with them for ſome _— who not judging that 
ſo convenient, yet civilly proffer'd to accompany them 
for that end aboard the George Frigat, which lay in their 
way to London ( and of which they had now no reaſon 
any longer to be afraid.) But finding all thoſe Subter- 
fuges render'd ineffeQual by the prudence of the Cap- 
tain, they reſolve to attack him on the two other ſides, 
on ofie of which moſt of Mankind lies open, with Ar- 
guments of Profit and Honour, offering him ſome Hur- 
dreds of Guinea's only to Diſpoſe of thoſe Papers he had 
taken, which he might eafily do, without giving any 
'V D {aſpicion 
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ſuſpicion to thoſe abour him, my Lord having another 
Parcel of Letters ' of leſs concern, to which they might 
tix-the Plurcmer that was on a and ealil make 
'em paſs for thoſe he had firſt tak : Ad ; arther,, 
Thar *twould be 2"get rms thong for tte Captain 12.89. 
along with them. Eutn-ne of all this prevailed, e (ty 
continued faithful 'to' his Truft,' and alcg ether un- 
moveable 3 and the; Pmnace 'brufta away round]y 
towards London , which Eliot obſerving , wore. the 
row'd asif they were ca:r;inz them alt to Priſon. A 
when they cam? wnder the Brizze, -wilh'd heartily 
*twould fall down and cruh em all to the bottom----- 
But *twas the ſame thing, the Bridg was' as ſtabborn as 
the Captain was before, and ſtood till in the fame 
place where it has been this two or three hundred year, 
while the Pinnaces were tugg'd luſtily, ” and foon.. 
brought their Fare to Whiteha// ; where , juſt as they 
were.ſtepping out of the Boat, my Lord Preſtoz clapt 
ſome Mony into the Hands of two of the Sacks Men, 
who were brought up with them, bidding 'em when ex- 
amm'd, ſay, That the Ship was bowd for Flanders, mot 
for France. 

No ſooner were they landed here, bur Captain Bj/op 
waited on my Lord Nottingham with the Packet; which 
he had ſerz'd, which he having open'd and look'd over. 
dehiverd all of 'em to the Captain again, who carried 
them to the Lord Prefident the Marqueſs of Caermarther, 
who alſo opening and marking 'em, carry'd *etm to the 
King, after which my Lord Sidney had them 'inhis Cu- - 
ſtady, | wherein appearity Treaſon enongh to have hang- 
ed all the Plotters 11 Emgland, my Lord Preſton was 
ſent .back to the place from whence he came fo lately be- 


fore, the Tower of Loxdor, and the other two likewiſe 
committed. 


'T'was 
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<< Pwas Tot Torig after this, before they were ac- 
quadintedtheir Fryal was coming on, and time given 
em. accordingly 40 Prepare for the ſame. The Bil 
wits found a Very with Hetle heſitation on Tharſ- 
day, Jarniary 15th,” wht the text day they! were ar- 
raigned at the Old-Baily, my Lord's Petition to have 
the Tryal put" off till Monday not being granted him. 
For indeed 'twas already more than time to let the 
Enemies of the Government know, that it could be 
angry, and dared bbth bring 'em to; Juſtice for their 
Ireafons, and puniſh *'em for the ſame. Beſides, 
Delays m this” caſe might on many accounts be 
dangerous, and would ſetve- only to encourage the 
Atcomplices of theſe Fraytors, and diſhearten the true 
Friends:of the King and Kingdom.. On his Arraign- 
ment, my. Lord Preſ#oz infiſted on his fruitleſs Peer- 
age, (he being only a Knight in Ezgland, though a 
Viſcount in Scvtlaxd - which had been prejudged in 
an higher - place; the "Houſe of Lords having before 
thrown '* out, and which there 'was no great like- 
lyhood. ſhould ever be allowed him, ſince his Patewt 
was dated at St. Germains, after King Fames his 4b- 
dication 5 :1and - had it been allowed for good here, 
'tis | certain;s thoſe -who had done it conld not have 
cleared themſelves from ſach conſequences as would 
have been moſt pernicious and invideons to them- 
ſelves and. the Nation. -:- However this took up 
ſome time; andiabout an hotr or two's Argument 
was employed therein, but after all, it was over-rnled 
by the'Bench, as any one would eafily gueſs it could 
be no otherwiſe. He moved alſo for a Copy of 
his IndiFment, and brought Preſidents, but thoſe 
were anſwered, and his Requeſt not granted, = pl 
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Copy ,of the Pannel he bad according to \euſtom. 


The next day being the 17th of Jaermary, At: Dom. 
1691. he came to his Tryal,at which was a vaſt Cot 
courſe of all degrees preſent, particularly, belides the 
Lords Chief Juſtices, and-their Brethren, ſeveral No- 
ble Lords of the Garter, ſeveral Lords of their Ma- 
jelties moſt honourable Privy-Council and others, my 
Lord. Prefident, Lord Sidny, &c. | 


And here I would not be miſtaken in. what ſhort 
Reflz#ions 1 intend to make on the Tryals of the 
petſons then. accuſed and now convicted of this Con- 
ſpiracy, as if my Intent were to foreſtal the pub- 
lick Accounts which will ſhortly be given of the 
ſame. Were this an Age like ſach as weihave ſeen 
which would not bear ruth, and the Tryals ſach as 
wou'd force any one who ſaw or read 'em to won- 
der. how ſo. many Mad-mern broke out of Bedlar, 
and got poſleſſion of the Bench 3, and accordingly 
had we no. expeation .of .a true Account -of matter 
of Fat, then indeed: ſomething of that Nature tho? 
from a private hand might be both neceſfary. and 
grateful. But now all'things bave been managed as 
becomes a Conrt of Juſtice, not as formerly with the 
Decency of a Bear-garden, no. doubt but the publick' 
will be ſoon gratified with a true and exaR Hiltory of 
the Tryal of the perſons lately convicted, which make 
ſo much noiſe in the World. All I pretend to here 
1s from my own perſonal obſervation and' knowledg 
to compare a little theſe 7ryals with thoſe of the for- 
mer Reigns, and to ſhew the vaſt difference in the 


management of the whole in reſpe& both of Court 
Bar and Evidence. pet : 
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In the opening the Evidence, here was no aff&- 
ed Exaggeration of Matters, nor Oſtentation of a 
prtid, Eloquence one after another, as in former 
Tryals, like ſo many Geeſe cackling in a row ; here 
was nothing beſides fair matter of Fa& or natural 
and juſt Reflections from thence arifing, What few 
kd, the Priſoners had were not affronted or 
croſs-bitten in their legal Evidence. The Priſoners 
themſelves were treated with that Humanity ever dune 
to thoſe who are nfortunate, though the moſt cr7- 
minal perſons in the World. There was ſo much 
Rea ſor upon the Bench, that they had no need of 
Razling, and thoſe at the Bar had ſach uſage as if 
they came thither to be tryed for their Lives, not 
baited to death. As for the Fvidince, 'twas the clear- 
eſt and higheſt the Nature of the thing cou'd pofi- 
bly bear --- Plain Proof, undeniable matter of Fa, 
a deſperate Plot at home, Correſpondence with Ene- 
mies abroad, inviting them hither, ſhewing 'em where 
to fall upon us, betraying the Strength of the Na- 
tion to 'em our Ships and Forts, corrupting and ſe- 
ducing thoſe at home, and taking whatever meaſures 
could poſſibly be thought on for our common Ruin. 
And this ſeized in the very Boſoms of the grand 
Conſpirators in their own undeniable Havd-writing, 
nay their Seals, even their double Seals together with 
it. Theſe Men had fairer play than Noble Sidny, 8c. 
who were ed by help of a Marginal Note, for 
controverſial Papers of twenty years ſtanding, to 
which they made both Keys and CharaGers, abuſed 
the Court as much as Dryder's Poem , and by a rare 
new Law-fig»re ( for 'twou'd _ one to find it - 
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all Voſſins Nis Rhetorick ) called Inzmendo, extreamly 
obliged the late. King Charles, by turning him into a- 
Tarquin. No Art nor Trick was..there uſed to make 
them plead guilty, as with --n, nor one Murder com- 
mitted to facilitate another as with the great and 
unfortunate Earl of Efex, whoſe Blood even' yet 
in vain crys for Vengeance. Every thing here was in 
its due place and order; the Patriets on the Bench, 
and the MalefaFors at the Bar 3 not quite contrary, 
as we have ſeen formerly, when the Perſons Ar- 
raigned have as far and as viſibly out-weighed the 
Judges in Senſe, as.in Probity and Honour. The Ju- 
ries here were neither ſrighted nor ſurprized, nor ſach 
as. would be ſo; the Defence made by the Priſoners 
for the moſt part ſo weak and enervate, and ſo much 
below themſelves, that it plainly appeared the fruitleſs 
Effort of a Guilty Mizd, and 'twas eaſie enough to 
read their Sextence in their Forecheads, pronounc'd by 
a Judge within, greater than thoſe who fill'd the viſible 

Tribunal. 


On the whole, my Lord Preſto, was, after a fair 
Hearing, on a long and full Evidence, found Guilty, 
about Seven in the Evening of the ſame day he was 
Tryed, Major Aſhton, after a Defence which took up 
more time, on. the Monday after, being Jar. 19. And 
on the ſame day Eliot's Tryal was put off until ano- 
ther time 3 but whether any of them will obtain or 
deſervk their Lives by an ingenuous Diſcovery of all 
the Particulars of a Plot, fo wide and deep as this will 
appeas to whoever hears. or reads the Letters which 
give an Account of it, a little longer time will very 
probably decide : Till when, here has been fafficient 
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atteady brought to light, as to. 
Plot it ſelf , the ra de I 
to be perpetrated, the manner of its 
ſtrange Diſcovery; en enough, LG on 
all perſons, who in this point real 
and are not themſelveseithe cr} P £ 1 br | 


or aftually concerned therein, v5 
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